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E.O. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, MARR, PINR, VE 
SUBJECT: REPORTED FIST FIGHT AMONG COUP LEADERS 


1. EL DIARIO DE CARACAS ON MARCH 25 PUBLISHED AN 
ARTICLE, BASED ON ANONYMOUS SOURCES, ALLEGING THAT 
DURING THE EVENING OF MARCH 23 THE ARRESTED COUP LEADERS 
ENGAGED IN A FIST FIGHT. INA FOLLOW-UP REPORT ON MARCH 
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26, EL DIARIO CLAIMED THAT THE FIGHT WAS ABOUT 
LEADERSHIP OF THE BOLIVARIANO GROUP. COMMANDER HUGO 
CHAVEZ FRIAS ALLEGEDLY BASED HIS CLAIM TO LEADERSHIP ON 
HIS "IMAGE" AS THE "STRONG MAN", WHILE COMMANDER 
FRANCISCO JAVIER ARIAS CARDENAS POINTED OUT HIS 
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND (APPARENTLY HE HAS A PHD IN 
POLITICAL SCIENCE) AND HIS SUCCESS IN TAKING OVER THE 
STATE OF ZULIA DURING THE COUP ATTEMPT ON FEBRUARY 4. 


2. DURING THIS HEATED ARGUMENT, COMMANDER JESUS 
URDANETA HERNANDEZ ALLEGEDLY ATTEMPTED TO CALM THE TWO, 
BUT INSTEAD BECAME INVOLVED IN THE IMBROGLIO AND WAS 
BEATEN. AT THIS TIME, THE NEWSPAPER REPORTS, URDANETA 
WAS HEARD TO EXCLAIM "THAT HE DOES NOT HAVE TO BE 
IMPRISONED", APPARENTLY ALLUDING TO THE FACT THAT HIS 
FATHER IS A LARGE LAND-OWNER (COMMENT: THIS MUST BE A 
REFERENCE TO THE FAMILY HAVING "INFLUENCE", THE VERY 
THING THE COMMANDERS CLAIM IS WRONG WITH THE SYSTEM OF 
JUSTICE.) URDANETA APPARENTLY REQUESTED TO BE REMOVED 
AND IS NOW, ACCORDING TO EL DIARIO, IN ANOTHER CELL. 
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3. ON MARCH 26 EL UNIVERSAL PUBLISHED AN INTERVIEW WITH 
THE JAILED COUP LEADERS IN WHICH COMMANDERS HUGO CHAVEZ 
FRIAS, FRANCISCO JAVIER ARIAS CARDENAS AND JESUS ORTIZ 
CONTRERAS DENIED THE STORY 





B6 


4. COMMANDER ARIAS ADMITTED THAT THERE ARE DIFFERENCES 
OF OPINION AMONG THE MEMBERS OF THE BOLIVARIANO MOVEMENT 
ABOUT HOW TO OVERCOME THE PRESENT NATIONAL CRISIS. 
HOWEVER, HE SAID, THE MEMBERS WOULD NEVER TRY TO 
CONVINCE ONE ANOTHER THOUGH PHYSICAL INTIMIDATION. 
CHAVEZ COMMENTED THAT "NEVER COULD I HIT URDANETA SINCE 
HE IS A FAMOUS RAMBO HERE." CHAVEZ THEN POINTED OUT 
THAT THE BOLIVARIANO MOVEMENT IS NOT LIKE CONGRESS WHERE 
FIST FIGHTS HAVE TAKEN PLACE. (OTHER ASPECTS OF THE 
MARCH 26 INTERVIEW STORY, SEPTEL). SKOL 
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